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MISSION
STATEMENT:

WE INSPIRE PEOPLE TO
EXPLORE, DISCOVER, AND LEARN
ABOUT EARTH'S DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS.

LOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLE
Caretta caretta

FOUNDER’S
MESSAGE

Growth and transformation have always been central to who we are. They drive us
to innovate, to deepen understanding, and to help people see our planet,

and their place within it, with greater clarity. At Loveland Living Planet Aquarium
(LLPA), that progress is visible every day: in the millions of guests we have
welcomed, in students reached in classrooms across Utah, and in learners of

all ages who discover that science is not distant or abstract, but alive and relevant.
None of this happens without you. Our supporters are the catalyst

that makes this work possible.

As we enter 2026, we stand at a pivotal moment. The opening of the Sam

& Aline Skaggs Science Learning Center marks a significant evolution in our
mission—expanding our reach, deepening our impact, and strengthening our role
as an educational partner. What began as a place for exploration has become

a statewide learning ecosystem, serving students through outreach, field trips,
camps, teacher training, and now formal higher-education

academic pathways.

Through partnerships with Utah State University (USU) and Utah Valley University
(UVU), students can pursue undergraduate learning, research, and career
preparation in science, ecosystems, and animal care—right here in Utah. These
pathways extend into marine biology, biology, botany, and veterinary medicine.
They also include business, marketing, and creative design majors creating
opportunities that connect academic study with real-world application. Together,
these collaborations extend our impact beyond individual visits, building sustained
educational journeys that connect early curiosity to future careers. From Title

| classrooms to university laboratories, our work now reaches learners across
communities, ages, and disciplines.

This growth reflects the same vision that has guided us from the beginning: to
connect people to Earth’s ecosystems in ways that inspire exploration, discovery,
and learning. Your generosity fuels every program, every partnership, and every
moment when discovery becomes purpose. Together, we are building something
enduring, an institution that serves Utah, contributes to a global conservation, and
helps shape a more informed and connected world.

Thank you for your trust, your partnership, and your belief in this mission.
Your support sustains our work today and propels our vision forward for
generations to come.

Brent Andersen
CEO & Founder
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For 28 years, we've been inspiring people

to explore, discover, and learn about Earth’s
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/loveland-living-planet-aquarium-penguins-focus-of-first-gentoo-penguin-genetics-study-300698347.html
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https://www.sltrib.com/news/2019/10/01/metallic-giant-once/
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/2022/oct/13/loveland-aquarium-breaks-ground-on-new-science-learning-center/
https://dailyutahchronicle.com/2022/11/11/eeco-voyager-loveland-aquarium-vr/
https://src.byu.edu/abstract/detail/7835
https://www.usu.edu/today/story/dropping-anchor-usu-partnership-opens-collaboration-with-loveland-living-planet-aquarium
https://ksltv.com/local-news/loveland-aquariums-new-shark-named-following-public-contest/708940/
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https://ksltv.com/goodnews/loveland-living-planet-aquarium-celebrates-10-millionth-visitor-with-grand-prize/765587/
https://www.abc4.com/news/everything-utah/draper-aquarium-new-penguins/
https://www.macu.com/newsroom/2025/loveland-living-planet-aquarium-unveils-the-mountain-america-event-center

EXPANDING
EDUCATION

Education is the foundation of everything we do, inspiring curiosity,
scientific discovery, and lifelong learning for guests of all ages.

FROM VAN TO FLEET

In 1999, our education outreach
began with a single van and

a small team of educators
bringing live-animal science
programs directly into Utah
classrooms. As demand grew,
one outreach vehicle became

a fleet, expanding access to
schools across the state and
reaching students who couldn’t
visit the Aquarium.

INTERNAL GROWTH

In 2014, three dedicated classrooms
were built at our Draper location,
laying the foundation for expanded
on-site learning. Today, those original
spaces have grown into 14 classrooms,
meeting ever-increasing demand as
LLPA’s education programs continue
to reach communities statewide.
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WYOMING

STUDENTS IMPACTED

BY SCHOOL OUTREACH B R I N G I N G TH E
AND FIELD TRIPS IN THE AQUARIUM TO UTAH

2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

With your support, we remove geographic barriers and ensure
science education reaches communities throughout Utah.
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EDUCATION
REACH & ACCESS

Every student deserves the chance to explore science. Through scholarships, Title |
partnerships, and programming for non-traditional learners, we remove barriers and
open doors so curiosity, not circumstance, shapes a student’s experience.
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LOVE ON THIN ICE

Love on Thin Ice, the
Aquarium’s social media
series about penguin breeding
season, leapt from our
Penguin Research Station
straight into a sixth-grade
classroom in Atlanta, Georgia.
One science teacher built jUN'PER
an entire reproduction unit
around Gentoo Penguin
courtship, opening each

Picture from the classroom of Mrs. Corelli,

Grade 6-7 Science, in Atlanta, GA lesson with a Love on Thin Ice Barn Owils thrive in the same
video. Students stayed highly agricultural landscapes that

E engaged, actively moving define much of rural Utah.
penguin photos to track Through Juniper, we connect

: Scan to courtship behaviors and bring students from peripheral
see the the science of reproduction to communities to the science
series life through hands-on learning. happening in their own backyards.

O
-
ye
S
a
LN
T
Z
—



https://www.tiktok.com/@livingplanetaquariumut

ANIMAL CARE

Through expert animal care, we safeguard species, support global conservation,
and inspire curiosity, empathy, and stewardship for the natural world we all share.

K JHro & B = Y

AMPHIBIANS BIRDS FISH INVERTEBRATES MAMMALS REPTILES PLANTS

125 61 5,178 3,842 18 84 600+

120 Utah
Native Species

Total Animals: 9,308
Total Animal Species: 614

DAILY DIETS

Through our partnership with Harmons
Grocery, animals receive fresh, high-quality
ingredients, supporting optimal nutrition,
longevity, and species-specific dietary needs.

s HARMONS

NEIGHBORHOOD GROCER*

O
-
ye
S
a
LN
T
Z
—

Scan to see how produce
is chosen for LLPA!

ENRICHMENT PLANNING

Individualized enrichment plans stimulate
natural behaviors, support cognitive
health, and reflect species-specific
behaviors observed in the wild. Donors
helped provide enrichment by purchasing
items found on our Husbandry wish list.
_:I-!:-i-'- Scan to see animal

_ ,.,1.3: &1 enrichment items

ul 1 selected by our keepers!

CABBAGE BARK TR

- 11



https://www.instagram.com/p/DIwd45ZvkGI/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2RVHLXH0T1WD9?ref_=abls_nvfly_swy

ANIMAL CARE

We prioritize comprehensive veterinary care to protect animal wellbeing today while
advancing the science that improves care for species worldwide.

VETERINARY LAB

Our growing onsite diagnostic capabilities
already allow for faster testing and treatment,
reducing stress and response time. As our
collection and research expand, a new, state-
ROUTINE of-the-art veterinary laboratory will further

DENTISTRY strengthen our animal care.
EXAMS 2025 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

* An endangered Blue-Billed Curassow was
diagnosed and successfully treated for a
fungal lung infection using advanced
endoscopic techniques that the Aquarium is
now able to provide on-site.

* One of our largest and oldest stingrays

underwent a successful laparoscopic
surgery with the help of our Saltwater and
Veterinary teams. Safely anesthetizing the

200 pound animal required more than 200
DIAGNOSTIC LABS TAKEN gallons of anesthetic-treated water and a

team of 10 people.

171 337

ROUTINE RADIOGRAPHS
EXAMINATIONS
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CONSERVATION
PROJECTS

Every species protected today strengthens
the future of our living planet.

FROM UTAH TO THE WORLD

2025 marked the beginning of an AZA-wide
Species Survival Plan® (SSP) program focused
on Gentoo Penguins, the first of its kind to study
genetic parentage in the species. Before this
study, it had been difficult to track the genetics
of a Gentoo Penguin colony, as many birds, aside
from the biological parents, come together to
care for each chick. This project started with the
Aquarium; with your support, we've been able to
transfer this to a nationwide endeavor to study
Gentoo Penguins in all AZA facilities.

IN OUR OWN BACKYARDS

The Aquarium team hatched Western toads in
2024, which were deemed “Species of Greatest
Conservation Need” by the State of Utah. After
being monitored for a year to ensure that they
survived their first winter, these toads were then
released into a preserved area of Southern Utah
with the help of Division of Wildlife Resources
(DWR), or transferred to both Hogle Zoo and
Omaha Zoo to promote genetic diversity.

stvwiny | LNISTHd 4NO

e University partnerships with
USU preserved a first-of-its-
kind cuttlefish climate study,
advancing research on salinity Scan to
change and coastal resilience. learn more

* Academic collaboration with E r "'E
- I “1

BYU helped us measure and

reduce sound impacts, directly .

improving animal welfare in d ok GENTOO PENGUIN

new event spaces. Pygoscelis papua 28



https://news.byu.edu/intellect/how-loud-is-life-behind-the-glass-byu-study-measures-sound-in-shark-tanks?&utm_source=QR+Code&utm_medium=AnnualReport&utm_campaign=26BYUStudyAA&utm_id=Q055

2025
ANIMAL HIGHLIGHTS

Each new species represents a deliberate choice, one rooted in conservation
value, scientific relevance, and the ability to translate distant ecosystems into
meaningful, local learning experiences. Through participation in AZA Species
Survival Plans®, collaborative research, and immersive education, these
animals help connect Utah'’s students and families to global biodiversity and
the shared responsibility of protecting it.

MATSCHIE’S
TREE-KANGAROO

Dendrolagus matschiei

BINTURONG CLOUDED
Arctictis binturong LEOPARD

Neofelis nebulosa

An arboreal animal whose
presence supports SSP
conservation efforts while
introducing guests to

the hidden biodiversity

of Southeast Asia’s
disappearing forests.

Endangered and A rare forest acrobat whose
extraordinary, these survival depends on global
rainforest predators anchor  collaboration, bringing
critical breeding science endangered cloud forests
and tell the story of from Papua New Guinea to
vanishing wild places. curious minds in Utah.

LOOKDOWNS

Selene vomer

LLPA collaborates with the
AZA Aquatic Sustainability
Committee to breed fish in
managed care to support
sustainable fisheries. With
their reflective bodies and
unique swimming behavior,
Lookdowns highlight the

diversity of coastal marine life
and the importance of healthy

near-shore ecosystems.
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ASIAN AROWANA

Scleropages formosus

Asian Arowanas, sometimes called
‘dragon fish’, are among the world’s
most protected freshwater fish due to
illegal wildlife trafficking and habitat
loss. Animals in accredited care
help highlight the global impacts of
wildlife trade and the importance

of international conservation law.



SPECIES SURVIVAL PLAN

Together, Association of Zoos and Aquariums accredited institutions work to
manage animal populations through Species Survival Plans. Through participation
in these programs, we contribute to advances in animal care and conservation
efforts by ensuring that only healthy genes are passed on through breeding,
promoting sustainability in a species.

Yy O
n pacific ©

In 2025, the Aquarium added eight new SSP
programs, bringing our total participation
to 32 programs.
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PARTNERING FOR
CONSERVATION IMPACT

Conservation partnerships expand impact by connecting institutions
through shared knowledge, data, and coordinated action.

SAFE

SAVING ANIMALS FROM EXTINCTION

SAFE is an AZA-led initiative that concentrates collective
expertise and resources on species at the greatest risk of
extinction. To further the SAFE mission and help fight extinction,
we focus our efforts on habitat protection, research, and
community engagement.

Animals: Shark and Ray Program

StAR PROJECT

THE STEGOSTOMA TIGRINUM AUGMENTATION

& RECOVERY PROJECT

The StAR Project is a global effort to restore populations of
the endangered Indo-Pacific Zebra Shark in regions where
the species has disappeared or dramatically declined due to
overfishing and habitat degradation.

Animal: Zebra Shark

SWARM

SAVING WILDLIFE THROUGH ACTION, RESEARCH, & MOBILIZATION
We partner with SWARM to enhance invertebrate care and
conservation by sustaining healthy populations under human
care and reducing pressure on wild populations. This is done DOUBLE YELLOW-HEADED AMAZON
through the sharing of husbandry knowledge, breeding protocols, Amazona oratrix

and population data with other institutions.
Animals: Giant African Millipede
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WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING ALLIANCE
U'I'AH DWR Led by AZA, the Wildlife Trafficking Alliance works to combat the illegal
UTAH DIVISION OF WILDLIFE SERVICES wildlife trade through education, advocacy, and collaboration. We are
proud to support the Alliance in raising public awareness, supporting
policy efforts, and partnering with enforcement agencies and
conservation groups to address one of the greatest threats to
global biodiversity.

Animals: Asian Arowanas, Cuban Rock Iguana,
Double Yellow-Headed Amazon Parrot

Working with the Utah DWR allows our animal care and
conservation expertise to support native species protection while
reinforcing our commitment to Utah'’s natural heritage.

Animals: June Suckers, Virgin River Spindace, Woundfin, Colorado
Pikeminnow, North American River Otter, and Desert Tortoise



https://www.aza.org/aza-safe
https://www.reshark.org/star-project
https://titag.org/conservation/aza-swarm/
https://wildlife.utah.gov/
https://www.aza.org/wildlife-trafficking-alliance

AZA ACCREDITATION

In 2025, the Aquarium successfully earned AZA accreditation again, affirming our
commitment to the highest standards in animal care, conservation leadership, and
science-based education.

2025 ACCREDITATION

The Association of Zoos and Aquariums is
the gold standard for animal

care, conservation, and education.

Fewer than 10% of animal facilities
nationwide meet AZA’s rigorous
requirements, making accreditation a
mark of excellence and accountability.

AZA accreditation is not permanent.
Institutions must undergo accreditation
every five years, including comprehensive
reviews of:

Bl Animal welfare and veterinary care
[l Conservation and research impact

B Education and community
engagement
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B Safety, ethics, and financial
sustainability

Maintaining AZA accreditation holds us
accountable to nationally recognized
standards that protect animal welfare,
strengthen conservation outcomes, and
ensure organizational integrity.




FINANCIALS

Strong financial management sustains the programs,
animal care, and education that drive long-term impact.

REVENUES

EXPENSES

&Momborehips  $16:045,000
E\éenr::tess(:‘ions $5,592,000
Grants $2,879,000
Contributions $2,287,000
E;ﬂvi':":l?" $26,803,000
gq;o? l:icuar]cr;on $15,529,000
hanagement $1,664,000
Fundraising $1,294,000
Total Expenses $18,487,000

Liabilities

$20,998,000 Net Assets

$76,533,000

FINANCIAL
POSITION

LNASIHdd 4NO

Assets
$97,531,000

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 1,173,000 Guests

57 % 27%

B GENERAL ADMISSION: 673,000
B MEMBERSHIP: 318,000

B BANQUET & EVENTS: 182,000

TOTAL REVENUE: $26,803,000
TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 1,173,000



EMPLOYEE & VOLUNTEER STATS

A strong, mission-aligned team ensures that animal care, education, and guest
services are delivered with consistency, expertise, and care.

TOTAL EMPLOYEES 8 100
2 5 ,
7 INTERNSHIP HOURS

Full-Time: 179 | Part-Time: 78

HOURS BY DEPARTMENT

ndoad | LNASTUd dNO

| | |
2 ,865 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000

Volunteer Hours

20,166

VOLUNTEER HOURS

HOURS OF
VOLUNTEER
DIVES
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“TODAY WE ARE CELEBRATING THE ADDITION TO
THE REACH AND NUMBER OF EXPERIENCES THAT
WILL HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO INSPIRE TENS OF
THOUSANDS EACH AND EVERY YEAR, AND [ SMI
TO THINK OF HOW EACH OF THOSE YOUNG PE
MAY FIND THEIR PASSION AND HOW THEY MA’
TURN INFLUENCE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PE(
ON THEIR OWN JOURNEY.

NORTH AMERICAN RIVER OTTER

Llontra canadensis

OUR FUTURE

48




RENDERING
TO REALITY

Purposeful design transforms distant

ecosystems into tangible learning environments.

As support from Utah’s residents grew, so

did the Aquarium, expanding to Gateway Mall
in 2004 and Sandy in 2006. Founder and
CEO Brent Andersen’s vision went further:

to bring Earth’s ecosystems to Utah through
immersive, educational experiences. In 2014,
that vision became a reality with the opening
of Loveland Living Planet Aquarium.

Designed with education at its core, each
habitat was intentionally planned to help
students and guests understand ecosystems

as living, interconnected systems. That
philosophy continues in our newest Ford
Expedition Asia, where students and guests
will experience environments many will

never see firsthand. From early renderings

to the space as it exists today, thoughtful
design turns concept into connection,
bringing distant ecosystems within reach and
deepening the educational journey.

Looking ahead, this foundation allows the
Aquarium to do even more: reach more
learners, deepen scientific understanding, and
expand access to hands-on education.
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Ari Robinson began his journey with the Aquarium at 15 as a
volunteer, traveling to classrooms across Utah to bring live animals
and science education to students. What started as a love for
animal care evolved into something larger: helping imagine, design,
and ultimately lead the organization itself. Ari’s designs are reflected

in the new Sam & Aline Skaggs Science Learning Center. Over time,
his creative vision and operational leadership grew in tandem with
the aquarium, leading to his current role as Chief Operating Officer.

AERIA V1EW ()]
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CLASSROOMS &
EXPEDITON ASIA LABORATORIES




FORD EXPEDITION ASIA

Ford Expedition Asia will bring distant ecosystems to Utah while upholding
excellence in animal care, allowing guests to experience global biodiversity firsthand
and deepen their connection to the natural world.

BRINGING ASIA TO UTAH ADVANCING ANIMAL CARE
Through this hall, guests will be connected to Plans are underway for a state-of-
ecosystems far beyond their everyday reach. the-art veterinary care center on-site
Visible animal training spaces and that will elevate animal wellbeing
immersive, naturalistic habitats create while providing hands-on training
powerful connections with rare and opportunities for students pursuing
extraordinary species. careers in veterinary medicine and
conservation science.
AN EXPANDING ECOSYSTEM
The expanded habitat hall will enable thoughtful
growth of our living collection across regions,
increasing participation in SSP programs and
supporting onsite breeding efforts that advance
conservation outcomes while maintaining the
highest standards of animal care.

ASIAN SMALL-CLAWED OTTERS

Aonyx cinereus

These social otters turn play into powerful lessons about wetlands and
wildlife trade. Their new home in Ford Expedition Asia was designed with
SSPs in mind, and renderings reflect space for the colony to grow and thrive.

14 N.LNd 41O
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MOUNTAIN AMERICA
EVENT CENTER

Thanks to donor investment, the Mountain America Event Center is emerging as a
powerful source of earned revenue, helping offset operating costs so philanthropic
support can be directed more fully toward education, conservation, and animal care.

LOOKING AHEAD

With the Mountain America Event Center
now open, we will launch a public speaker
series that brings scientists, conservation
leaders, educators, and storytellers to our
community. This will transform the donor-
supported space into a platform for dialogue,
discovery, and inspiration that extends
learning beyond the habitats.

COMMUNITY EXPLORATION

This new center allows us to operate longer
hours, host simultaneous programs, and
welcome significantly more community
members at once. It is our intent to expand
access and to serve Utah families more
frequently through community events,
designed to inspire our guests to explore,
discover, and learn!

EVENT CENTER
AT A GLANCE:

Three-quarters of an acre of event space.

* Guest capacity up to 900 plated
or 2,000 theater style.
State-of-the-art AV and
presentation capabilities.
Private viewing window into

75,000-gallon shark habitat. THE MOUNTAIN AMERICA
EVENT CENTER

14 N.LNd dNO



LEARNING IN ACTION

A complete learning pathway ensures educational investment
creates long-term impact, not one-time experiences.

STATEWIDE STUDENT REACH
Through Informal Science Education Enhancement
(ISEE), we partner statewide to reach every fourth
grader in Utah, with alternating engagement

in second and sixth grade, creating learning
touchpoints. The opening of the Sam & Aline
Skaggs Science Learning Center dramatically
expands that reach, allowing us to serve more
students, more often, and in deeper ways.

LEARNING AT EVERY AGE

We now support learners across all ages through
outreach, field trips, camps, teen programs, and
public education. The opening of Coral Cove
Childcare Center extends that pathway into early
childhood, creating a foundation for lifelong
science learning. Beyond K-12, established

and emerging Memorandum'’s Of Understanding
(MOUs) with Utah State University and Utah
Valley University allow college students to study
marine science and conservation here in Utah.

EDUCATION AT LLPA IS A
CONTINUOUS JOURNEY.

‘ .
Title | .
Access
From early learners to future
professionals, the Aquarium now
supports a complete learning pathway.
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“I WANTED PEOPLE TO SEE THIS AMAZING AND WONDERFUL
MIRACLE OF LIFE AND CONNECT TO IT, AND UNDERSTAND
THAT IT IS ALL PART OF ONE INTRICATELY CONNECTED
GLOBAL ECOSYSTEM, THE LIVING PLANET, AND INDEED TO
SEE THAT WE HUMANS ARE NOT SEPARATE FROM, BUT ARE A
PART OF THAT ECOSYSTEM. | WANTED THEM TO SEE WHAT |
SAW, THAT EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED AS ONE.

- BRENT ANDERSEN

GORGONIANS

60
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LOVELAND LIVING PLANET

AQUARIUM.

12033 South Lone Peak Parkway
Draper, UT 84020






